Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

o be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®:
« where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceadod £25,000 but did not excead
£15 million; or
« whaere the higher of gross Income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
« are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
+ have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller autharity in England that either recaived gross income or incurred gross expanditure
axcending £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financlal year In accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 306
« The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's intermal auditor,

« Sactions 1 and 2 must be campleled and approved by the authonty.
+ Section 3 is compleled by the external auditor and will be returhed to the autharity.

3. The authonty must approve Section 1, Annual Gavemance Statement, befare approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority websita/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4, An-authority with either gross income ar gross expanditure exceeding £25.000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify \tself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the extemal auditor by emall or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur & charge of £40 +VAT
« the Annual Governance and Accountabllity Return Sections 1 and 2. together with
+ 3 bank reconciliations as at 31 March 2026
« an exptanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
» notification of the commaencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Unless requested, do not send any additanal documents 10 your external auditor. Your extamal audior will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is abée to give an opinicn, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulstions 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Befora 1 July 2026 authorities must publish;

« Natice of the period for the exercise of pubiic rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yol unauditad,

« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and sigred, page 4

« Soction 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, psge 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish;

« Notice of conclusion of audit
« Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

« Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR inciuding any amendments as a resull of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice. to avoid any potential confusion by local eiectors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Intemal Audi Report, page 3.
Tha A Gevemancae and Accouniabibly Ritum constitules the annual ftum referred (o In the Accounts and Audt Regutascs 2015,
rmnm-mmemm-umwhumumw
“or @ comprete (16 OF DOgWS Mhat may be smaler nutnennes refer 1o sohedide 2 fo Me Locw Aut and Accoundsbiy Act 2014
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

« The authority must comply with Proper Practices in complating Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide™ which i updated from time 10 time and conlaing everything
nesded 1o prepare successfully for the financial year-¢nd and the sobsaguent work by the external auditor,

+ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highighted boxes left emply} and is properly signed and cated. Any
amandments must be approved by the authanty and propedy imitalled.

+ The authority should recelve and note the Annual Intermnal Audit Report pefore approving the Annual

Governance Statemen! and the accounts.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before retuming it o the external

auditor by email or post {not both) no later than 30 June 2026

« The Annual Govemance Statement (Section 1) must be approved bafore the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same <ay,

+ The Responsibls Financial Offcer (RFO) must cerify the accounts (Secton 2) pefore they are prosented lo
the authority for approval. The authority must in tis order; consider, approve and sign the accounis,

. mRFOIsmmlmdmmmmopubicmmmdMMboasingbpubddaomgdayﬂa
inspection { this exchides weekends and puble holkiays) which must include the first 10 working darys of July,

+ You must Inform your external auditor about any change of Clark, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chalr, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers,

+ Make sure that the copy of the bank reconcifiation to be sent o your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank sccounts. i the autharity holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciistion, The external audior must be able 1o agree the bank reconclliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Sectlon 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide”.

« Explan fully significant variances in the accounting stalements on page 5. Do not just send & copy of the detalled
accounting records instead of this axplasation. The external auditor wants to know that you undarstand the
reasans for &l variances. Include complete numerical and narrstive analys’s 1o support the full variance,

« Additional costs may ba incurred if additional audit work is required.

« Make sure that the accounting statemants add up @nd that the balance carried forward from the previous year
{Box 7 of 2025) equa's the balance brought forward In the current year {Box 1 of 2026).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authonty, must set the commencemant date for the
exercise of pubic ights which must be a single perted of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weskends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July,

+ The authority must publish on the authority website/'webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2).
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Al sachions Have all hiphlighled baxes have been complated?

Has all sdditicnsl nlormation requested. including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights. baen arovided for the external auditar?

Intarnal Audit Repor | Hava all nighiighmc boxes been completad by the intemal aud tor and exalanations provwdad?
Section 1 For any statement to which the response 8 'no’, nas an explanation been publishec?

Section 2 Has tha Rasponsitta Financial Officar signed 1he accounting statements bafare
presentalion o 1he autharity for approval?

Mas the autharity's approval of the accounting siatements baon confirmed

by tha signiture of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has a0 explanatian of signfficant vanations been published whers requirad?
Has the bank reconchiation as a1 31 March 2026 boon raconciled 1o Bax 87
Ham nn axplanation of any difference bebween Sox 7 and Box 8 heen provided?

Secbars Y anid 2 Trust funds — nave sl disciosures baen made if the autharity 88 & body coporate is o
ok managng Yustea? N8: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

RIS S| S ISI] R R

v
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Pattingham and Patshull Parish Council

www.pattingham-pc.gov.uk

the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's ntemal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assassment of tisk. camied out 3 salpctive assessment of compiance with the relevant procedures anc
controls In operation and obtainad appropriate evidence from the authority.
The irtarnal audit for 202526 has deen camiad oul n accordancs with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the besis of the findings in the sreas examined. the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in ths table, Set
out below are tha objectives of Intamal control and alongsids are the internal aucht condusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved Ihroughoul the financial year lo & standard adequale
1o meet the neads of this authority,

Internal control objective

A Appropriate sccountng tecords have been propedy kegt throughout the fnancial year
B. Ths authoriy campled with ifs financial reguistions, paymants were suppanad by nvoices 3l

axpeaditure was aparoved and VAT wes appropristaly accounted for, v
C. This suthonty assessed the significant risks to achiaving ibs objectives and d the BleGuBcy A

af arrangamants 10 manage iHess, v
0. The pracepl of rales raguirement Ited frem an budgetary prOCess. progress agmns! =

the tudget was roguiery monltoned: and resenves were apopTate. v
E Expectac moame was fully receive, basad on cored priced. proparly recanded and promptly

banked, and VAT was appropaalely sccounied for. v’
¥ Cash paymants were propedly Supnoried by raceipts, all cash axpenditue was approved and |

VAT maproprately accounted for. v~
G. Saaries to employees Bnd alowances fo mambers were Dald In accordance with s authorty's

soprovile, and PAYE and NI requirements warm properly apoled, v
W Agset and Invesements Tegistors ware compluts 8nd accurste and properly mairsined v
1. Ponodic hank sccount reconcliations wars propary caiag out dunng the year, v
J. wmmmmmmummmmmmwmmmmmm

mdpammrwmm“p-umum.wuhmboukwwmnmnm v

tril from underking records #nd whorm appropriate dettors snd crsdions were properly recorted.

K. it #10 authonkty cerided sell a5 exempt from a bmited sssurance review in 2024725, 1 met e
exemplion onienia and correctly deciared isalf axemal. (¥ the mathonly fad o mfed arsumance i
revien of ils 202475 AGAR tich ot vovered”)

(2 Thowﬂmlynuusmﬂwwwntmubanonawawlmwmwwdwuhmdm
wiigrnal 3uoi n accordance with e releant legsiaton,

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authurily correctly providad dor a percd fow the exercise of
public rights 88 requrad by the Accounts and Audil Requisticns (dunng fhe FUZS2ZEASAR porod,
wore pobis Aghta i elabion 10 the 2024-25 AGAR evdenced by i nahico o fhe website andie
suthonty sppeoved mirates confirming Me dwles sof)

N. The autharity nas comptied with the putihcation requinements for 202425 AGAR
(386 AGAR Fage 1 Guianoe Nofes)

©. The suthority has comphed with laws, regulations & proper practioes retating 1o dgRal and data l

comphiancs
P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitabie) ~ The council met s responsbiities =s a rustes,

Forwyanvmmwwmmmumwmmmywm-mmmmwm

sl S I

Date(s) rmernal 300t undartaken Name of persan who carned ool the intemal audit
bute  fullon

Signature of parson who e

carred cul the irtemal avdil ’ Date 7“ 09’ ‘bu

i tha - va' state the Implications and sction being Laken 10 acuress ssry wekksess In control identitd (s

“*Noie: I the resporas i 1ot covmros” st Whwr T most re ok , Gona 0 frem arme andd whn 4 18 naxt plannea.

P e ool ircaoe vy e b apany e i
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Section 1 = Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of:

Pattingham and Patshull Parish Council

our responsibility for ansuring that there is a sound system of infernal contrel, including arrangements for
the praparation of the Accounting Statemeats. We coafirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief with
respect to the Accounting Statements for Ihe year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. Vio bave pat i hice arsngamens for afectve frantie propaced itz vy el L
maragemest during e year, and ¢ e preparation of v with ihe Accounts ang Audt Regularons
1he UCSOUNENY KEatements

2, Wa mntained an aseguote system of nbamal contrel MBdy Croees e and L Y
rouding monsues desgned ¥ prevent and detect fmue v fr safogunriing (he putdc movey v sowces m
and ptn and o s efiact s orarge

1, We have astured aurselves thal theve e 20 matiens has only dose wiel € Aas the \egal power (0 do and
0f actual or potental ron-compluncs With [ras. compled mat Froper Praciices it donip yo
regialines wee Froper Practices Sal could Pave & v

wgnficant francial ettest on Tw bty of Me
authely 10 cONJLC! 18 businosa O° marage

finances.

A, We prosded oroper spgounity donng the yesr for qunng the yoor gave Al persans iderited the oppaviunty &
the sxgross of eleciony’ rghts n atoordance wih the v (NEPECY and ask GuoEtons aboad Mg AiAhvRly A sccownis
requivaments of the Acconints and Aust Reguitons.

£ W camod cut an assessman of the neks faang e conticred and dicimsnni e Snancuw’ and offer neks 4
wuthorty m0d 0ok appropriete xiegs 10 manage Soon v faces and daa¥ with Sem propety

tisha. indoang e Infrocheton 0f AAmal CoTeos Andor
AXWONal NS0 COWer Whers feguined,

& Wa maicsained threughou: the year a~ adoguets and aranged for & pavaon, dhant of the
sfeuthvit systom of maemal audi of the sccountng v conto's and’ procacired. S0 oive art Ayeaie wew an mhadher
records and contrel syslems, ifemal covtrods mes! the needs of this smaler suthenty

7. Vie %0k sppropriaty action on o matters rased v rEsconDed 10 ittt DAGHN 40 Ay Aftetion by indermar an!
In ruports from internal and exterodl Bustt, oAtwne Aty

& Ve 03 wrsthar any logeion labiilee o acioned evavyting i Shoukd Have abow! ¥s busTivss schivdy

¥ S Senns Of oooutming athar Aurng the year ocading oveafs Sing place after the pear
curing o aher T yeie-and have a financal impact on v o0c & reovanr

S AUtharty and. where Bppvoonete, hives Pciuded Mem
In the socouning sEatwments,

¥ (For Joeal councils only) Teust funes including Noo et oY of its reapmasdiies mhave as a body
charitavle. In our ity un the acle g by it s n s0le ATY Susien of & ocal
trustee we ped our dity Irsdt o Aunts
responsibilities foe the fundis)assets, Incluging
financial reporting and, ¥ recuired. independant v
oxamination or sud,

10, We have put n place arangements for the eftectie IT Mo madie stadvo amangemaends for A 1T st tain
and dats management 11 Aciordance with propet v gevmant and fes Wt with pvopey pracncas in
PrAcRoes 2ueng tha year ufvdee iInvies, dang so

*Ploase provide explanations 1o the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No” response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Avnual Govemance Staternent was spproved at & Signed by the Chair and Clerk of tha mesting whare
meeting of the authority on approval wan given:

wis/2e

and racorded as minua roforance Chair M

‘ G

03/26 - 3 S Cree
www.pattingham-pc.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Pattingham and Patshull Parish Council

Tole! bainnces snd roserves al the beginning of e pear

1. Balanoes beought
foeward 72,769 66,782| a5 mcarded m the fnancial recorts. Valis must agres

fa Bax 7 of prinions year

2 |+) Pracept or Rates and Tota! amount of pracapt for for IDBs rates and lewes)
Levies 46,209 46,209 roceived or receiveble i the year. Exchudo any grants

]

3. |+) Total other recexpes Tata incomne Or receipts s recardud i the cashbook Mss

3.880 8,669| the precect or Jevies recsived (Wie 2] Include any

Grunts moeved

4. (-) Stalf conty Total expenditure or payments mede (0 60d on tenal
of af empioyoes. ickude gross safines e wiges.

11,648 12154 amployers N cantnbudons. emplopars penson

cantnbutions. (Vtuities and SEVRANCE payments

8. (+) Loan interest'capaal Tota! axpsndiine ar payments of capital and intéres!
rapayments 0 0| made during the year an the authorky's torowings (if any)

6. {«) All cfver paymoents Tatal exponciurs oF PoayINETs a8 recaraed i the cash-

44,428 46,915| book lexs statf costy fline 4) and ioan nferest cacrtal
repayments (fne 3

7. () Balences carnad Tota) balEN0aa And rBEenVes at Ie and of tho youw
forward 68,782 62.591| must soval (14240 - (4+5+6)

8. Totsl velue of cash ang The g of @ ourrent and depoalt bank accounts, cssh
shoe tenm nvastments 70,548 64,253 holdings and ahort teem investments heid as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciiation,

9. Total (iwed assots phs The valow of 6if i Broponty e authonty owns - U is made
Toog teem investmenes 432,348 432,348| up of a¥ its fed asaety and lang Isem invesimants as at
a0 assels 31 March

10. Total borrowings The outstanding captal batance as ar 31 March of 40 Joans

(4] 0 fram tnird partes (includng FWLE)

11 Do tha figwss in the

accouninq  sistardents  Bbiove For gudance refer (0 (he Practinoners’ Guide sections 2.31 fo 2.33,

axcluge any rust Irsreacions?

| certify that for tha year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements In this Anrysl Governance and Accountadlity
Retum have been progered on ailhar 8 receipis and paymarts
ar income and expendile basis flawing the guidanca 1
Governance ang Accountability for Smaller Authentios —a
Practitioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practioes and present tairly
the Snancial position of this authoaty,

Signad by Resp ial Officer bek
presentad to the authority for approval,

'Tg Cree
11 IS)2e

hio Fi
F

being

Date

| confirm that thess Accouning Statements wesre
approved by this authonty on this date

i) S/24

as rocorded in minute refarence

16S/24

Signod by Chaur of 1he meoting where the Accounting

Statemsnis were lﬁo&.ﬂ

Annual Gavernance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

Page 5of 6

Lotal Ceuncils, Internal Dranage Boatds and other Smaller Autharites”



Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Cur responsbiity as audions (o complete 3 limited assurance review s sal oul by the National Aude Offce (NAO), A kmited
susurance review s not a full statutory audit, it coes not Ae an sudt carmed oul in o with Intarnaticnal
Stardards on Augtng (UK & ireland) and hence & does not pravida the same leval of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Gavemmant has determined that a lower kevel of assurance than that provideo by a full statutory audi s appropeiate
for thosa local puble hodies with the lowest levels of sponding.

Under a imited assurance review, he auditor s respansinle for Sections 1 and 2 of the Annua Governance ang
Accountabilty Return in accordance with NAC Audor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) a5 issuad by the NAD on behalf of the
Complrolier and Audilor General. AGN 02 is available from ihe NAO websie —

htips:/iwww.nso.org, ukicode-aude-practicalgudance-and-information-forsuditors) .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that s financial management is adequate and offective and Ihal i has

# sound system of intemal contrel, The autharity prepares an Annual Govermnance and Accountabiity Returr in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« surnmanaes the accounting records for the year onded 31 March 2026 and

+ confirms and provdes assurance on (hose matters that are relevant 10 our cuties and responsitiities as extemal saudtors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

YR br S malieTs Meponad Deiow ! G e DA Of Cur nevew O Seclions 1 and 2 o the Annusl Covernmce s Actountitilily Rewm in
Bur Opedan (e edceration in Secsons 1 and 2 of the Antual Govermance and A Rutum o » wit Froger Practces a0
170 Ol Aratins Puve 2o IO our attendon gying cause for concern hat rel 1 degial. edt reguiNcry regu Fave not bean ral,
|*dodeto Be EpOICPNNS).

o sheet ¥

CIPwr TS Gk ATIOCHG DUY OpINION WINCH we Graw 10 T ATWISGH < B authonty:

WOOWI

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

Wea cartify/do nat cartify* thal we have completed our review of Sections 1.4nd 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accoumatility Return, and discharged our responsbilites under the Local Audit and Accountabilly Acl
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

Nk o

Extarnal Auditar Neme

Extarral Auditor Sgnature Date
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